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Perioperative nursing of 3-month infants with
total anomalous pulmonary venous drainage
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ABSTRACT: Objective To explore the nursing of 3-month infants with total anomalous pul-
monary venous drainage( TAPVD) and to enhance the preoperative and postoperative nursing quality
and to settle the nursing problems. Methods 27 infant patients under 3 months with total anoma-
lous pulmonary venous drainage were applied orthopaedy in the condition of extracorporeal circula-
tion in low temperature, and the postoperative circulation function was safeguarded to prevent low
cardiac output syndrome and cardiac tamponade. Meanwhile, some comprehensive nursing measures
were applied to avoid pulmonary hypertension. Moreover, therapeutic nursing measures were exert-
ed to positively prevent ventilator-associated pneumonia and to maintain body temperature and nutri-
tion. Results 5 delayed sternal closure patients were successfully closured after 21 to 56 hours of
operation, among which 1 patient had postoperative complications of pneumorrhagia. With the
treatment of scopolamine and addition of ventilator PEEP + 5~ + 8 cmH,0, the patient was cured
after the enhancement of respiratory tract management. In addition, 4 patients were cured after the
postoperative pulmonary infection. Except for 1 patient died of low cardiac output syndrome after 21
hours, the rest of 26 patients were all discharged after surgical treatment and nursing. Conclusion
Although it is difficult to nurse three-month infants with total anomalous pulmonary venous drainage
after operation, careful nursing could evidently improve the success of operation as well as recovery
of patients and could reduce the postoperative complications.
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